
On the 1st  August  2006,  an ar t ic le  by Mat thew Syed was publ ished in  the T imes Newspaper

sending a c lear  s ignal  f rom UK Spor t  and Spor t  England to  David  Moorcrof t ,  Chief  Execut ive

of  UK Ath le t ics  that  h is  t ime was up.   Today David Moorcrof t  announced that  he was going

to fa l l  on h is  sword,  as soon as a rep lacement  was found.  Over  to  UK Spor t  and Spor t

England to  “work c lose ly  wi th  the spor t ”   in  se lect ing a rep lacement .

I t  is  i ron ic  that  David  Moorcrof t  announced h is  res ignat ion,  on the same day that  GCSE

resul ts  showed h igher  s tandards in  schools .   Dur ing David Moorcrof t 's  watch as Chief
Execut ive of  UK Ath le t ics ,  Spor t  England and UK Spor t  have been a l lowed to  nat ional ise the
spor t ,  imposing the i r  "we know best"  a t t i tude,  and dr iv ing down standards.

UK Spor t  and Spor t  England wi l l  po in t  out  that  they have poured mi l l ions of  pounds in to
ath le t ics ,  however  when you look c loser ,  i t  is  obv ious that  they are in  denia l  about  the harm
the money is  do ing.  The Spor ts  Counci ls  are act ive ly  seek ing to  mask the damage by set t ing

the cr i ter ia  for  measur ing success or  fa i lure,  in  ways that  they can eas i ly  manipu late.

For  example,  ra ther  than assess ing ath le t ics  par t ic ipat ion by count ing the numbers of
f in ishers  in  impor tant  compet i t ions such as County  and Regional  Championships,  Spor t

England choose ins tead to  use the numbers publ ished in  there own "Taking Part"  survey.

Instead of  judg ing the success of  an ath le t ics  c lub by count ing i ts  members,  which can be
corroborated by the number  o f  members par t ic ipat ing in  loca l  championships,  Spor t  England

prefer  to  postpone the set t ing of  a  basel ine f igure for  c lub membersh ip  unt i l  31st  March
2007.   What  have they been spending mi l l ions of  pounds on s ince 1998 i f  they don’ t  know
how many people are do ing the spor t?  Compet i t ion resu l ts  and rank ings ind icate that

s tandards and par t ic ipat ion leve ls  have fa l len s ince the quango’s  took over  f rom the AAA’s.

Ath le t ics  Clubs are now d is t racted by development  p lans engineered by Spor t  England to
dr ive through the i r  po l i t ica l  agenda.  The target  is  that  a t  least  150 c lubs achieve the Spor t

England "Clubmark"  award by 31st  March 2007.  Who dec ides whether  a  c lub qual i f ies  for  the
"Clubmark”  award?  You guessed i t ,  Spor t  England.  Not  much danger  in  miss ing that  target
then.  Another  Spor t  England benchmark to  jus t i fy  the mi l l ions of  pounds be ing poured in to

ath le t ics  is  a  1% increase in  the number  o f  vo lunteers  act ive ly  suppor t ing the spor t  by 31st
March 2007.  I f  they can’ t  count  par t ic ipants ,  they cer ta in ly  don’ t  know the number  o f
vo lunteers ,  so there we have another  eas i ly  manipu la ted Spor t  Counci l  “key per formance

ind icator ” ,  (or “target”, or “aim”, or “aspirat ion” depending on the money available to meet i t !) .

Dav id  Moorcrof t  cannot  be b lamed for  th is  cu l ture of  "cont ro l " .  H is  job was to  employ a
person wi th  a  job t i t le  to  sat is fy  every  demand of  the Spor ts  Counci ls ,  and he de l ivered.

Over  100 people are employed at  UK Ath le t ics ,  and s t i l l  nobody in  the spor t  know’s  qu i te
what  they do.  Responsib i l i ty  for  th is  farce lays wi th   Sue Campbel l ,  the Head of  UK Spor t
and the Spor t  England ch ie fs  Lord Car ter  o f  Coles,  and Si r  Andrew Foster.

David  Moorcrof t  might  be "moving on" ,  but  Spor t  England and UK Spor t  are tenac ious ly
f ight ing to  hang on to  the i r  power  over  communi ty  spor t .   I ron ica l ly  i f  the quango's  pa id  a
f ract ion of  the money wasted on UK Ath le t ics  d i rect ly  to  c lubs,  the spor t  would thr ive and

the soc ia l  benef i ts  they are t ry ing so d i l igent ly  to  engineer  would take care of  themselves.  

Whatever  way the Spor ts  Counci ls  seek to  excuse the i r  act iv i t ies ,  they cannot  avo id  the
accuracy of  the tape measure and s top watch in  measur ing ath le t ic  per formances.  Or

poss ib ly  they wi l l  seek to  avo id  such accuracy by in t roduc ing GCSE exams in to  a th le t ics  in
an ef for t  to  create the i l lus ion that  the i r  exper t ise is  dr iv ing up s tandards.

Sport England and UK Sport force the resignation of David Moorcroft
in an effort to distract attention from their own performance.
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